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A free alternative to the big names in photo editing
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A view of the Gimp interface shows the sophisticated curves tool which includes an integrated histogram. Features like this are usually only found in expensive editing programs.
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I have long been an advocate of Adobe products, but
they certainly are not the only
game in town when it comes
to photo editing. There are
competitive products made by
Corel, Ulead, as well as a host
of others. Most of them come
with a price tag, but one
intriguing photo editing program is free, and has many
features that are found only
in high-priced programs.
That program is called
GIMP. The word may often
be a slur mocking physical
limitations, but don’t be
deceived by the name. GIMP
is an acronym for GNU Image
Manipulation Program. GNU
is old computer language
term for free software.
Simply go to the Web site,
www.gimp.com, download
and install the program. The
file size is a mere fraction of
its competition and installation is very fast. No registration required, no product activation, and of course no fee.
And as the program evolves,
upgrades to newer versions
are free too.
You will have to be a bit of
a do it yourselfer working
through any problems you
may encounter and in learning how the program operates. There is no support
department, but GIMP offers
an on-line manual to help you
through major concepts and
there is a wealth of information on the web. You may
even find a few books on the
program, but there seems to
be an irony in paying for a
book to learn a free program.
In addition to all the tools
often found in an editing program, GIMP also offers some
sophisticated editing tools
including ones not found in
many consumer level programs like levels, curves, layer masking, cloning, perspective cloning, healing, channels, paths and a number of
unique filters. The interface
is customizable as well as
there is the option to customize keyboard shortcuts.
There is a brush editor for
creating your own brushes in
the event the standard
brushes don’t suffice. And
unlike a lot of other programs, GIMP supports color
management, which is key to
getting your print to look like
anything you see on your
monitor.
If you are a Photoshop
user, don’t think you’ve made
an unnecessary investment
in a program that has been
upstaged by a free program.
As much as GIMP has to
offer, it doesn’t support
Adjustment Layers and
Adjustment Layer Masking a
key strategy to a non-destructive workflow in image editing. Photoshop is a much
more in depth program.
And, the GIMP does have
some quirks. The interface
has three separate moveable
windows, toolbox, layers and
image, which do not cover the
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entire screen and are treated
like separate programs by the
operating system. So if you
have another program visible
and running in the background and you inadvertently
click outside of one of the
three windows, that background program will be
brought to the front as expected. But it takes multiple steps
to make all three windows
visible again.
Also if you have any of
GIMP’s windows overlapping
each other, the top window
will vanish if you click on
underlying window. Again it
takes multiple steps to make
all the program windows visible. I would suggest closing
all other programs while running GIMP and be sure the
windows don’t overlap each
other. Or you can become
very efficient at the keyboard
shortcut of holding Alt and
Tab to cycle through open
programs stopping on the
GIMP icons which bring them
to the top. Another quirk I
found is that the location of
the program windows was
not memorized by the program when you exit. So the
next time the program is
launched, you have to reposition them again.
But all and all, it’s not a
bad program. It offers many
features only found in
advanced editing programs.
So if the economic times have
kept a good editing program
on your wish list instead on
your computer, or you want to
experiment with photo editing without committing a
financial investment, check
out GIMP.
Yes, Virginia, there is a
free lunch, but it’s not at Tavern on the Green.

Is film on its last leg?
Many years ago, I worked for a film processing company
called Guardian Photo. Their facility in Allentown was one of
the largest labs in the country. At its height, the lab had the
ability to process 50,000 rolls of color film per night and was
one of the few labs that could also develop Kodachrome and
Ektachrome. The lab offered overnight processing seven days
a week and serviced clients in eight states. In the Susquehanna Valley, regardless of where you took your film for processing, this lab probably handled it. In 1991 Guardian Photo ceased existence when Qualex, the amateur film processing division of Kodak, purchased it. The purchase reestablished Kodak and as the country’s largest film processor
launched this author on a new career path.
Kodak has announced it is closing the entire Qualex
wholesale consumer film processing division. The facility in
Allentown, which has been in operation since 1977 under different names, will cease in March. Photofinishing, a service
that was available in almost every grocery store, drug store or
retail store will now become more difficult to find.
In a related note, I spied a 1-hour photo lab sitting outside
a well-known retail establishment. It was apparent the lab
was being retired. Several other area locations have also
stopped offering film processing.
So is film and film processing dead? Well I imagine it will be
available somewhere for a long time to come, but it seems to be
rapidly becoming a niche market as it is abandoned for digital.

